ttoad-Rail Transport
Thus, the crying need in any scheme of transport
co-ordination is, if such a phrase be allowed, road
reconstruction. We want roads, more roads and better
roads,
In the chapter on expenditure we have analysed the
costs of road operation and have studied the working of
a  few big  organisations run on up-to-date lines.   This
study of working costs reveals strikingly the crushing
burden of motor vehicles' taxation.   So heavy is it that
India, and Madras in particular, offers the example of
being  the  one  country  where this industry  has  been
relentlessly taxed.   In the anxiety to solve the problem of
road-rail competition, the inherent virtues of motor trans-
portation should not be forgotten.   Within a short radius,
there is no other mode of transport that could compete
With it in the matter of economy, flexibility and efficiency.
The running expenses of a motor omnibus are low in
comparison with those of other transport undertakings,
barring the tramways.  Being capable of running wherever
a motorable road exists, they are the one means that can
reach every corner of the country and weave the villages
into the warp and woof of our economy.   The present
tendency of motor transport is to work the most paying
tf&utes, and to concentrate in the Metropolitan and other
towns.   It is our firm belief that we have not yet reached
the stage of satiety.   The field for motor transport is still
quite clear and the scope for expansion is unlimited.   This
could be achieved, not by a number of concerns tapping
the traffic emanating from the towns, but through rural
services;   If only every village of some importance and
served by a road were to be linked with the rail heads and
important markets, we could Hot have too many of such
village roads and motor services.**    If this is to coUf
about, as it ought to, then, the pr^ent taxation of xtiotdr
11   Vi&e JTayakar Committee fteport, fc. 47.
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